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ACT TWO

INT.  COUNCILWOMAN FITL'S OFFICE - KWCGPTION AREA -- DAY 8
tater. In COUNCILWOMAN HILL'S OFFICE. A RECEPTION ARER.

Benind the desk: the Councilwoman's new recepticonist, Malkla
SCHECTER- the worst receptionist in histery. Contused.
lnept. Defcnsive. Wearing glasses. And: she's six months
preqnant- already quite pluapg.

The phonce all Lhres lines- are ringing off the hook. BRRTNG
BRRTNG! BRRING! Maria iz overwhelmed. She deesn't know
the phono syslem. She keeps hanging up on people.

MARTIA
(frazzled, into phcohe)

Councilwoman Hill's offlce. (an I
put you cn hold?
Sc.

DESPERATE VOICH
NOQO!  ['ve bheen trying to-

Too lake. Cliclk. Maria has hung up.

MARLA
{into another phonc)
Councilwoman Hill's office. May I
PUT you on hold?

Maria disconnects call atter call. During this, Menk and
Natalie onter.
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MONE
Hcllo. My name is- J

MARTA
fir. I wan't talk to you now. The
Councilwoman is missing. 1Ib's a
madhousge here. Thank God it's Friday.

NATALIE
It's not Friday.
MALLLA
(zsharply)
Who told yvou that?

NATALIE
wWell, no cne teld me. ..

Maria picks up another lins. But iL's dead.

[CONTINUED) l
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MARLA
{into phons)
Councilwoman Hill's office. Thank
you for holding., Hello?
(zhrugging)

They musl've hung up.

MONEK
T think vou disconnected bthem.

MARLA
Why would I do Lhat?

é‘\i-iﬁﬁﬁégfgggﬁf‘

NATALLE
T'm Natalie Teeger. Thisg isz adrian
Monk. We'rce working with the police,
Welre Lrying to locate Councilwoman
Hill.

MARIA
You chould've called first.

NATALIR
I cried. We rried. vou kept putting
us on hold. And then-

During this, Maria conlinues to disconnect callers.

MARTIA,
(into phone)
Councilwoman Hill's office. Can vou
hold? Hello?

NALALTE
-- hanging up on us.

MARIA
['ve already talked to the police.
N gergeanl. I forget his name. He
had a big scar on his face. Just
like yours.

NATALTE
I... don't have a scar,

MARTA

Sure you do. On your cheek. It'yg
right there.

(indicat=s Monk)
You bhoth do.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINTED: (2) i
Monk realizes the problem.

Maria take

idior.

MONE
I think there's a scrateh on your
glaszes.

2 off her cycglasses, and contirms this.

MONE  (CONT'D)
I3 there someone else here T can
tallk bo?

MARIA
(indicating Natalie)
You can talk to her.

MONE
I mean, someone who works here.

MARTA,
You could try Janet Grore. She's
Ehe legislative agsiscanc.

MONE,
Oh thank God. Where is she?

MARTA
She's not in.

own invest?
per=onal .

Very impol
JaLeF=r

NATALIE
When was Lhe lTast time you saw Ms.
Iri117?

MERIA
Testerday morning.  She was here [or
about an hour. Then she left.  Zhe
had an appointment.

MONE
With who?

MARTA
L don't know. I'd have to cherk her
calendar.

(CONTINUED)

Sho's an
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CONTTNUED: (3) G
A bhcar. Maria just stares at them.

MONK
Could... you do that pleage?

MARIA
(to Monk, flacly)
I don't like you.

Maria taps her keyboard. Councilwoman Hill's DAILY PLANNER
appears on her soreen.

MARIA (CONT'D

)
Therc 1t is. That's her schedule
for the whole weesk.

NATALIE
Could we have a copy of that, please?

MARTH
Thiz computer doesn't print.

Natalie indicates a PRINTER.

NATALIE
There's a printer. Right behind
you.
MARIA
There's noe print button.
NATALIE
It's right there. P-N-T.
MALZ LA
Pint?
MONEK

lt's abbreviated. It's print.

Exasperaled, NVatalie reaches over, and hits the PRINT button
herself. Theo PRINTER COTLICKS ON.

MARIAN
(explaining) [Er)b
I'm new here.

e
I never

LS YO patronizing mo

(CONTINURED)
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19 CONTINUED: (Z2) 10

. OLLL
Do you Lhink she was murdersd?

MONE
Ic's pbeqginning to leck like if.

DR . BELL
Maybe she ran away. Maybe she

ouldn't =2tand all Lhose meetings.
(explaining)

L rved on the ity Council. Wot
her When T lived in Tulsa.
hatedy1t. The mectings wore
intermqgnable. After a few monglfis T

stoppe Ged to

It was in Tulsa
Ssomething olicks.  Monk is ¥ excited. .. he stands up.

MO
Prowxy?

DR. BELIL

Adrian? up.

A beat. Monk dgfsn't move.

DE. BELL (CONT'
vy don't you sit down?

MONEK
[ chink you're a genius.

DR. BELL
Okayv. You can stand.

b et e RN W N o oy — o L O o 091 WO T8 S R B 3 w7 = WP . 11
Later. Back in Councilwoman Hill's office.

Maria Schecter- the Reccpticnist From Hell- is scill behind
Lhe desk. &She stil]l hasn't mastered the phone system. ..

MARTIA
sM {([lustered, into phonc)

— I'm going to put yvou on hold.

(MOEL)
5¢.)

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINULID:

MARLA (CONT'D)
[T we get disconnected, pleasge don't
call bhack.

Once again- CLICK!- Maria hangs up on the caller. During
Chis, Monk cnters. He's carrying a BOUQUET OF FLOWLRS .

MAETA (CONT'D}
It's you again,

MONE
Yes it 1=, It's me.

MARTA
0id vou find her?

MONK
Nov ys=t.
(beat)
Actually, T'm looking for Mas. Grote.

MARIA
I told you. She's sick,

MONK
She's =still not back?

MARTA
She has pneumonia. 5She won't be
back for two weeks.

Monk sighs. lle starts to leave. Theon: an idea-
MONE
You're a scall member, I mean, vou'rc

full-time, 1right?

MARTIA
(warily)
Why?

MONE
Tou can vote, At the hearving
tomorrow. You have the authority.

MALETA
T don't think so,.

Monlk has brought a PAMPHLET. It's a copy of the CLTY COUNCIL
BY LAWS.

(CONTINUED)
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Ll CONLTINUKD:  (2) 11

Monlk changes gears. lle smiles. He leans in. Dear God.
He's trving to be charming.

MONK (CONT'D)}
It's Maria, right? These arve for
Yau .

Mornk oflers Maria the FLOWERS.

MARTA
Why were you asking about Janst?

MONE
I... wanted to make sure she wasn't
here. I didn't want her to get
Jealous .
{then)
Are you interested in politics?

MARTA
No .
MOWE
Hmmm. Intewvesting. I like Lhe way

vou think. Are vyvou busy for lunch?

Maria [lashes her WRONDTNG RING.

MARTA
I'm married.

MQONE
I know. T know. This is striccly
business. There's a big vote

tomorrow, I just want you Lo hear
my side of it

Maria zhruoges.
MARTIA

I only get fifteen minuces. I usually
Jjust grab a hot dog. (

e Enb

O, Gre e e————————— o 0]
SC L

>




