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8 CONTINUED:

N&ATALILE
I remember.

MON K
I was in a bex. I was underground
for nine hours.
(heal)
That box i now the gecond most
terrible placs 1've ever becn.

NN,

The VENNORS nolice our foursome. The Vendors stop. The
Vondors glare at them.,  The mood becomes Conse.

A huge, haliry, dirty man steps up. This is GEORGE GIANQPOT.OUL-
the Hot Dou King. He has ketehup and mustard stains all
over hiz direry undershirt. He's gobbling HOT DOGE, one atter
another.

Ho's accompanisd by a smaller, egually-disgusting vendor
named AL.

Sm HOT DOG KTNG
ﬁ Can I help you?
LT. DISHER

My . Gianopolous?

HOT DOG KING
¥You health ilnspectors?

Capt. Stottlemeyer flashes his BADGE.

CAPT. STOTTLLEMLYER
MeamLe: e .

Gilanopolous exhales, relicved,
HOT DOG KING
{to the ROOM)
It's okay. They're only Lrom
Homicide.

ALl the Other vendors sigh. Whew., They resume their work.

HO'T DO KING (CONT'D)
You scared the bejeszus oullta me.

L. DISHER
Lre you the Hot Dog King?

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2) B

HOT DoE KING
{nodding)
My father was Frankie Gianopolous.
He was the original king. I was the
Duke of Dogs. When he passed away-
hold on-

Gianopolous stitfens. He clutches his chest, like he's having
a heart attack!

HOT DG KING (CONT'D)
ITold on. ..

Then. .. it passes. Apparently, it happens all the time.

NATALIE
Arc you okay?

HOT DOG KING

1'm tine. It happens chrec, four
Limes a weck. My doctor can't figure
ikt our.

MONE
Really? Your dockor can't figure it
GUC?

HOT DOG KING
Anyway, when my old man passed, I
inherited his kingdom, sa Lo speak.

AL THE VENDOR
You hungry?

A1l The vendor i1s standing by a CART. He slaps a fresh LOT
DOG together, and holds it out. Disher takes 1t.

HOT DOG KTNG
Take all you want. We take gare ot
our friends in blue. And they always
take cars ol us.

Lt. Disher takes a bhite. e savors ic.
LT. DISHER
MMmmm. That's good. Are thess heef
or pork?

A long, cmbarrassed beat.

(CONTINUED)
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A CONTINUED: (3)
AT, TIE VENDOR

(making air quobes)
We use "meat".,

HOT DOG KING
We're requirsd by law to put it in

quatcs.

MONTE
Mr... Dog. Dog King. We're looking
for Councilwoman Eileen Hill. She's

been missing since yesterday.

Hor poG KING
Yealh, I heard that. I was on the
news. T wan't help you.

CAPT . STOTTLEMEYER
When was the laszsl Lime you saw her?

por DOG KING
Three wocks, maybe a month ago. She
called here yesterday. She sald she
was coming over, but she never showed.
Which was fine by me.

NATALIE
You don't 1like her?

HOT NDOG KLING
L wouldn't say that. T would gay I
hate her. Hate. EREvery vendor In
here [eels Choe same way. She wants
to regulate us to death.

AL THE VENDOR
ghe wants us Lo wear gloves. And
put 1ids on the condimeont trays.

[IOT DOG KING
Lids.

AL THE VENDOR
And change the warter in cthe tanks
every olLher day.

NATALIE
What's wrong with that?

(CONTLINUED)
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H CONTINUED: (4)

HOT DOG ¥WING
These dogs are like wine., Veou gotla
let 'em mimmer.

AL THE VENDOR
The simmering. Thab's bthe zecrert,

MONE
pEvond diaguated)
gimmering.
making alr guotes
at" has to i

The

Nid you ave Dantc's Inferno

MeznwhiYe, Disher
and reaghes for

lie gobblesfonc hot dog down,

LT. DIZHEE
They're addicting. Jus

—

HiXT 10003 KING
Anyway, shc never called to cancel,
and never showed up. That's all I
kniow.

MONEK
Maybe she did show up. Mavhe you
got intop a little fight. Maybe you
hit her. Maybe vou killed her.

CADT. ETOTTLEMEYER
Maybe we ocught fo geb & sedrch warrant
and rip this place apart.

HOT DO KING

G ahead. Be my guest.

(smirkincg)
Beclieve me, if I had done. .. what
yvou're accusing me of, I wouldn't
just Teave her body lying around.
fhe'd be gomeplace you'd never find
her. T mearnn, she'd be gone.

(Chien)

Have a ygood day. //@D

The Hot Doy King and Al wallk away.
Monk, Natalie and Stottlemever turn to Disher, who's still

happily munching on a HOT DOG.  They [ocus on the susplcious
hov dog in Disher's hand.

{CONTINUED)



